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4 PLAN FOR STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES. 
(Continued from page 257.) 


THE LOVE OF ENEMIES. 


A recitation on the disposition to be exercised toward our 
enemies, ascertaining its nature, the various modes in which 
it is to be exhibited, &c assumes the following form. 


1. THE DISPOSITION. 

What disposition are we to exercise toward our enemies ? 

The Redeemer requires us to love them. Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, Thon shalt love thy neighbour, and 
hate thineenemy: but I say unto you, Love your enemies. 
Matth. v. 43, 44. 

Have you ascertained the nature of this love? Is it com- 
placency, or good will ; the love of their character, or delight 
in their happiness ? 

It is good will. 

What reasons can, you assign for this decision ? 

I infer that it is not complacency, from the character of our 
enemies. Ged requires all men to love me. Those whe 
hate me, break his law. Their character, therefore, is an 
sbject of disapprobation; not of complacency. To love 
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their character, would be to love what God hates: for he is 
angry with thewicked everyday. ‘This love would not ren- 
der us petfeet, as our Father in heaven is perfect. The love 
required is, therefore, good will. 

Have you any other ground for this belief ? 

It appears from what Christ said to enferce this love, that 
it is nobler than ap approbation of their character, or a mere 
selfish attachment. Ui ye love them which love you, what 
reward have yer Do not even the puddicans the same? If 
ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? 
do not even the pudiecans so? if it be superior to an appro- 
bation of their character and a selfish afiection: it must be 
good will to them aside from the consideration of their cha- 
racter. 

3. Can you offer any other argument to support this view ? 

That it is good will toward our enemies, and not the love 
ef character which is inculcated, appears frem its being rep- 
resented to be the same kind of love which God exercises to- 
ward his enemies, and to constitute in us aresemblance to him. 
We are commanded to exercise it, that we may be the child- 
ren of our Father who is in Heaven; and be periect as he’is 
perfect. Lut the love which God exercises towards his ene- 
mies, and exhibits in making his sua to rise on the evil as 
well as on the good, and sending his rain on the unjust as 
well as on the just, is good will, and not the love of charac- 
ter. For he is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot 
look on iniquity. He hates all the workers of iniquity. As 
then it is consistent, and co-exists with the disapprobation 
of their character, it is good will. 

4. What other consideration can you add to establish this 
conclusion £ 

It is confirmed by the conduct which is required te accom- 
pany this love. We are directed to do good to our enemies, 
and lend, hoping tor nothing again; to implore on them di- 
vine blessings, to be merciful as cur father in heaven is mers 
ciful: coneuect which does not tnvelve the approbatica of 
their charaeter, but only the desire to prom ote their good. 

3. ‘Lo what degree are we to cuerish this love teward our 


\Ve are to love them as we do-ourselves. As ye would 
that wich should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 
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Luke vi. 31.; and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self. In the parable of the Samaritan who aided the Jew 
fallen among thieves, Christ teaches us that we are to regard 
our enemies as neighbours. Luke, 10th chapter. For the 
Jews and Samaritans were enemies. Jolin v. 9. 


2. MODE OF ITS EXHIBITION. 

In what manner are we to exhibit this disposition toward 
them? | 

All our conduct is to be consistent with, and an expression 
of it. 

Enumerate some of the modes in which it is to unfold 
itself. 

Ve are not to inflict on our enemies way evil. Recom 
pense to no man evil. Rom. xtt. 17. See that none render 
evil for evil to any man; buat ever follow that which is good, 
beth among yourselves, and toall men. 1 Thess. v. 13. 

2. May we indulge revenge? 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath ; for vengeance is inine, I wiil repay, saith 
the Lord. Rom. xii. 19. 

3. Are we then to forgive them ? 

Our Lord frequently inculcates their forgiveness. He 
taught his disciples to pray, Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those whotrespass against us. When ye stand pray- 
ing, forgive if ye have ‘ought : against anv; and adds asa nio- 
tive, that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive 
you your trespasses. Mark xi. 25. 

A. Point out some other duty enjoined toward them. 

Weare te do them good. Do good to them that hate you. 
Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing, but contrary- 
wise, blessing ; knowing that ye are thereunto called; that 
ye should inherit a ble essing. If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirst, give him drink. Matth. v. 44. 1 Pet. iii. 9. 
Rom: xii. 20. 

In what other way is our good will toward them to be 
exhibited ? 

By praying for them. Not limiting our good will to what 
we are able to bestow, we are to intercede with God in their 
behalf, invoking on them his grace to forgive, to sanciify and 
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save. Bless them which curse you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you. 

6. Can you addice an instance of Christ’s reproving @ 
revengeful disposition ? 

As he was journeying to Jerusalem, he sent forward messen- 
gers to a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for his reception. 
But the Samaritans did not receive him. And two of his disci- 
ples, on seeing it, said, Lord, wilt thou that we cammand fire 
to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias 
did? But he turned, and rebuked them, saying, Ye know 
aot what manner of spirit ye are of. Luke ix. 51—55. 

7. What illustrious examples are there in the Scriptures of 
the forgiveness of enemies? 

Christ on the cross interceded for his crucifiers, praying, 
Father forgive them, for they know not what they do. Luke 
xxiii. 34. When the Jews stoned Stephen, he kneeled down 
and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. Acts vii. 60. Paul says, Being reviled, we bless ; 
being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat: 
L Cor. iv. 12, 13. 

8. Are there any motives annexed to the injunction, te 
love our enemies, to induce us to comply with it ° 

It is assigned as a reason of the precept, that we shall, i 
obeying it, imitate the conduct of God, and thence become 
his children. Love ye your enemies, that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven ; for he maketh 
his sun to rise onthe eviland on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust. Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect. Matt. v. 44, 45 
and 48. As an inducement to forgive them, it is said, If ye 
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespesses, nei- 
ther will your Father forgive your trespasses. Matt. vi. 14, 

1d. 

9. What effect on our enemy will this treatment produce ? 

It will subdue him In se doing, thou shalt heap coals of 
lireon his head. Rom. xii. 21. 

The instructor avails himself of the opportunity furnished 
by such a recitation, to rebuke the indulgence of all scornful 
conduct and angry passions-~-to pourtray their odiousness---to 
point out those modes of behavieur toward the injurious, which 
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these precepts prohibit ; such as violence—reproaches—ill- 
wishes —to inculcate an amiable, forbearing, forgiving disposi- 
tion, by showing the happy iafluence which it diffuses over one’s 
mind and character; and by contrasting their natural disposi- 
tion with that which God requires, to conduct them to a consid- 
eration of their depravity, and need of sanctification, in order 
to become the objects of divine complacency. 


RECITATION OF PASSAGES OP SCRIPTURE, ENJOINING THE 
DUTY OF PRAYER, AND DESIGNATING THE MODE, SUIe 
JECTS, &c. 

1. Repeat some passage inculcating the duty of offering 
prayer to God. 

I will that men pray, every where, lifting up holy 
hands. without wrath and doubting. Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for wll 
saints. Ask and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall! 
find ; knock and it shall be opened unto you. Our Lord 
faught his disciples to pray, by giving them the form, Our 
Father, &c. 1 Thess. v.17. Ephes. vi. 18. Matth. vii. 
7, and vi. 9. 

2. Is the duty taught by any examples ? 

Christ prayed at his baptism, and often with his disciples. 
Ife at one time went into a mountain, and continued all night 
in prayer. His disciples are said after his ascension, to have 
continued with one accord in prayer. Paul and Silas prayed 
at midnight in the prison. Innumerable other instances are 
recorded. | 

3. With what dispositions should prayer be offered ? 

Christ teaches us by the parable of the Pharisee and Pub- 


Jican, that we should pray with humility. The Publican 


who smote on his breast and said, God be merciful to me 
a sinner, was justified rather than the pharisee, who enumer- 
ated his good works, and boasted of his obedience. Luke 
Xviii. Lt. 

We should pray with penitence also. Peter directed 5i- 
mon to repent of his sin, and pray God, if perhaps the thought 
of his heart might be forgiven. Acts viii. 22. 

A. Is faith necessary to acceptable prayer ? 

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
24* 
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to all men liberally. But let him ask in faith, nothing wa- 
vering ; for he that wavereth, is like a wave of the sea, driven 
with the wind and tossed. Let not that man think he shall 
receive any thing from the Lord. What things soever ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them. James i. 5,7. Mark xii. 24. 

5. What should be our disposition toward our enemies, 
when offering prayer ? 

The injunction of our Lord is, when ye stand praying, for- 
give, if ye have aught against any. If ye do not forgive, nei- 
ther will your Father which is in heaven forgive your tres- 
passes. Mark xi. 25, 26. 

6. Who are the subjects of prayer? 

I exhort, says Paul, that first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intereessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men. For 
kings, and for all that are in authority: that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty. For 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour. 
1 ‘Tim. ii. 1—3. 

7. What mode of prayer has Christ forbidden ? 

The ostentatious, hypocritical manner of the Phariseeg. 
When thou prayest thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are, 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues, and ip 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. 
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet. Also, 
When ye pray use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do ; 
for they think that they shall be heard for their much speak- 
ing. Be ye not therefore like unto them, for your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, before you ask him. ~ 
Matth. vi. 5—8. | 3 

8. What motives are presented to induce us to pray P 

We are encouraged to pray by the consideration that the 
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his earsare open 
to our prayer: that if we ask, it will be given unto us ; and 
the assurance given to the disciples, by Christ, if two of you 
agree, as touching any thing, that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father, which is in heaven. For where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them. 1 Pet. iii. 12. Matth. vii. 7, and viii. 19, 
and 20. 

9. Areany directions given respesting the frequency of prayer? 
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Paul directs us to pray habitually. Praying always with 
all prayer and supplication, and waiting thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication. Daniel prayed three times 
a day, and the Psalmist says, evening and merning, and at 
noon will I pray and cry aloud. Daniel vi. 10. Psalm ly. 17. 


— 
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CAROLINE AND SOPHIA, 


Mrs. Burney was left a widow, with one daughter, whose 
name was Sophia, with scarcely any thing for her support 
but the house and lot in which she lived. This was not 
large, but very neat and convenient, and had been left to her 
by her husband. By her own industry she lived very com- 
fortably, and had something to give to religious and charitable 
purposes. She determined to educate Sophia herself, and 
thus save the expense of sending her toschool. Being natur-. 
ally fond of reading and retirement, she rightly supposed 
that the time which many others spend in visiting, would be 
nearly sufficient, if well improved, for the education of her 
daughter. With this view, she applied herself to the Bible 
with diligence and prayer, that she might learn, from infinite 
wisdom, the best manner of bringing up her child. She did 
not apply in vain; she found the directions which she wanted, 
and sincerely endeavoured to follow them: nor were her en- 
deavours without success. Before Sophia was feur years old, 
she could read very: well in the Bible, could repeat her cate- 
chism, and a number of hymns. Before she was eight years 
old, she could repeat many of the most interesting parts of the 
Old and New Testament. These things her mother endeav- 
oured to explain to her in conversation. ‘The history of Jo- 
seph, the life, sufferings and death of Jesus Christ, had been so 
frequently the subject of conversation, that she knew them 
well 

Mr. Foster, a merchant in the same town, was a near neigh- 
bour of Mrs. Burney’s. He had an only daughter, whose 
name was Caroline, near the same age with Sophia. Mrs. 
Fester was not more different from Mrs. Burney in her world- 
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ly circumstances, than in her character and manner SLine 
ead especially in bringing up her daughter. irs. Foster 
spent a great part of her time in receiving and returning vis- 
its, iy attending parties, balls, dc. Mrs. Burney was hardly 
ever from home, except to church, to visit the sick, or for 
some charitable purpose.. Caroline was indulged in every 
wish she felt, no matter how foolish or expensive the indul- 
gence might be. Sophia never veutured to express a desire 
for any thing, until she knew it was agreeable to her mother. 
Caroline’s dress was always of the most expensive kind ; 
Sophia’s was never expensive, but always very neat and 
clean. Caroline’s education was a fashionable one; she was 
taught music, dancing, painting, &c.; but was never requir- 
ed to do any thing called work. Her mother often said that 
work would spoil the ease and gracefulness of a lady’s man- 
ners; and that Caroline’s father was guite able to support his 
daughter without her labour. Sophia’s education was a use- 
ful one; she was taught habits of industry, economy and 
neatness from herinfancy. She was admired for the correct- 
ness of her reading and the neatness of her work. Caroline 
soon became so ungovernable, so hard to please, so tretful 
and cross, that she was a torment to all who were near her ; 
and even her parents could not avoid sometimes feeling vexed 
and ashamed of her conduct in company. ' Sophia ‘always 
took delight in obeying her mother ; was good-natured, cheer- 
ful and contented with her situation ; of course, no person 
could be displeased with her. Caroline, after she left the 
reading-schoel, never read any thing but novels; she scarce- 
ly knew that there was such a book as the Bible, and knew 
nothing of what it contains ; she went but seldom to Church, 
and when she did, was sure to disturb the congregation with 
indecent behaviour, staring about, whispering, talking, laugh- 
ing,&ec. Sophia reada number af valuable books on different 
subjects, lent her by the worthy Pastor of the church to 
which she belonged. She knew nothing of novels, but was, 
from a child, acquainted with the Holy Scriptures ; always at- 
tended the public worship of God, and always behaved with 
propriety and decency. Caroline was early taught to believe 
that her father had wealth enough to support her, and that 
her reception in the world depen led chiefly on her appear- 
ance, Mrs. Burney had taught her daughter to value the 
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favour of God and the Saviour more than all things else ; and 
that her happiness in life depended, through the divine bles- 
sing, on her own conduct, the improvement of her mind, and 
the dispositions of her heart. 

These two children, thus differently educated, were some- 
times, though not often, together. Each one would speak of 
those things which they had been taught to consider most val- 
uable. Sophia, said Caroline, on one occasion, do you see 
my fine new frock? Is it not pretty? It cost one dollara 
yard: Papa says I shall have another one next week, and it 
shall be the most superbly elegant dress that was ever in this 
town. Did you make it? asked Sophia—I made this one I 
have on—every stitch of it. Mfrs. Ellington says I must 
make her next dress. On another occasion, when they were 
about fourteen years old, Caroline exclaimed, Oh ! the charm- 
ing creature; Oh, the sweet angel! The last novel is tie 
most heavenly took I ever read. Sophia immediately en- 
quired, did you ever read the history of Joseph? 1 cannot 
help crying when he makes himself known to his brethren. 
Caroline, rot doubting but it was some novel Sophia meant, 
enquired, what is the book called, and where did you get it ? 
Why, it is mother’s Bible; and there is the death of the Sav- 
iour too. ‘Phe Bible! exclaimed Caroline, with a mixture 
of disappointment and contempt, [ never read such a book : 
Papa says he has one in his bookcase, but no body ever 
sees it. 

When Caroline was about sixteen years old, she finished 
what was called her education, and had nothing to do but to 
see the world. Her parents thought, as their daughter was 
now setting out, that on her account, they ought to live in a 
style of greater elegance than they had done before. One 
thousand dollars was laid out in repairing the house ; all the 
old furniture was packed away in the garret or cellar; for 
they thought it toe much like common people to offer it for 
sale, and new furniture of the most expensive kind was ob- 
tained; the old carriage was laid by, though a very good 
one, and a new one of the latest fashion was bought at a 
great price. Every thing was in the highest style. You 
would hardly believe how much. Caroliae’s dresses cost. 

About the same time Sophia made a public profession of 
religion. Her mind, for several months past, had been mowe 
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than usually serious; at length, much to the satisfaction oj 
her worthy Pastor, with whom she often conversed, she was 
admitted to the communion of the church. ‘This was one of 
the most joyful days to Mrs. Burney she had ever seen. ‘The 
next day Mrs. Ellington, one of her intimate friends, called 
to see her. She observed, in Mrs. Burney’s countenance, an 
unusual expression of mournful animation, of solemn cheer- 
fulness, of humble joy. Ihave for a long time, said Mrs. 
Burney, to her religious friend, felt much concerned about 
Sophia; not about her condition as to this world ; she is un- 
der the wise and good Providence of God; but about her re- 
ligious impressions ; it appeared as if I could take no denial. 
Thanks be to God, hie has answered my prayers! I was so 
happy yesterday, in having Sophia with me at the Lord’s 
table! I would rather see her at that table, devoting herself 
to the divine Saviour, than to see her, without the Saviour, 
possess the finest fortune é¢a the world. ‘This morning I was 
thinking over all the goodac*: of Geal to me, and of this in 
particular; and somehow or oiler, 3 co’ not help thinking 
how unworthy [ was of all this goodness; and this seemed to 
make the goodness of God appear still greater: I never felt 
so happy, and yet so unworthy in all my life | You have in- 
deed, said Mrs. [llington, cause of great joy; and I sincere- 
ly rejoice with you. From the conversation I have had 
with Sophia, I hope the Holy Spirit has begun a good work 
in her heart, and that he will carry it on to perfection. 

Thus far, my dear young friends, who read the Guardian, 
we have given a sketch of the life ‘of Caroline and Sophia. 
In the next Number, if God permit, you shall hear ieee of 
them. At present, may the blessing of God the Saviour be 


with you. Y. F. 
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REFLECTIONS 


ON THE PASSAGE, * GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.” 





This is a portion of prayer, applicable te the wants, the 
condition and circumstances of every individual of the human 
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vace. It is suited to the case of the king in his palace, as 
well as his most indivent subject in the humble cottage. It 
is so, because the crowned head is as much dependant on the 
God of his life for suste nenicayan that subject in his dominion, 
who begs from door todoor. It is true, that kings commonly 

fare sumptuously ; that they are fed with delicate food. and 
clothed in soft and goodly raiment. Yet these blessings flow 
from the same inexhaustible source, as those do, which supply 
the wants of the needy and unfortunate. And the cup of 
bread and water to the convict in prison, is as necessary to 
appease the craving appetite of nature, as the richer dainties 

are tor him, whose “days s have always been blessed with flow- 
ing abundance. 

Our Saviour knew perfectly well the human heart. He 
knew the necessities of man—from whence he derived his 
suppert, and what form of prayer would be proper for him to 
make ; and what would be heard, and answered from heaven. 
He well knew, that the rich dainties, which commonly load 
the tables of the thoughtless and extravagant, might be dis- 
pensed with ; while the wholesome and common bounties of 
nature were essential to support life. Hence we are taught 
to pray, Give us this day our daily bread. , 

From the humble circumstances of our Saviour’s birth. from 
his education 3 from ihat humility, which marked every step 
of his life, while in the fiesh, we perceive he did not approve 
of pompous eniertainments, gay equipage, and gaudy apparel, 
* Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 
not ; neither do they spin. Take no thought for the mor row, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, or where withal ye 
shall be clothed.” —The words, under consideration, may be 
paraphrased by Agur’s prayer ;—* Give us neither poverty 
nor riches; feed us with food convenient for us, lest we be 
full and deny thee, and say, who is the Lord? or lest we be 
poor and steal, and take the name of our God in vain.” And 
those wlio have witnessed the conduct of the rich, and believe 
in the universal efiects of Adam’s transgression, have secn that 
vice is no more a stranger in their mansions, than it is in the 
humble dwellings of the poor. Agreeably, then, to the per- 
fect example and pattern of our Lord, we ought not to pray 
for dainties ; because they are deceitful meat. Experience, 
too, teaches that they envelop the sou] and benumb our best 
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faculties—the body is put in commotion—strife is engender. 
ed—and the immortal part led down to the chambers of woe 
and misery. 

From a complete knowledge of the human character, our 
Lord foresaw the strife and contention, which often arise fiom 
large, overgrown estates, and the streams of folly and sin, 
which run into those families, that fare sumptuously every 
day, and graciously taught us this form of prayer, “ Give us 
this day our daily bread ”—“ ‘The man, however,” says the 
pious Dodsley, “to whom God hath given riches, and blessed 
with a mind to employ them aright, is peculiaaly favoured ; 
because it affordeth him the means to do gaod. He seeketh 
out objects of compassion—he inquireth into their wants—he 
relieveth with judgment and without ostentation. He consid- 
ereth the superfluities of his table as belonging to the poor of 
his neighbourhood ; and he defraudeth them not.” His ears 
are not deaf to the cries of the distressed, and his fires warm 
those, who are oppressed by the rigors of an austere climate. 
He saith not tothe destitute around bim, go and come again, and 
on some future day ye shali share my treasure... This is not 
the case with the man to whom God has given riches, and 
whom he has not blessed with a disposition to make a proper 
distribution of them. ‘The more goods this man receives, the 
more his avarice demands. He hears the cries of the widow 
without concern. -He hears the groans of despair without 
emotion. He regards the tears of the orphan with indif- 
ference. His mind broods over his stores of gold. .And his 
prayer is not, “ gvie me this day my daily bread,” but give me 
thousands. O, bow much better is the condition ofthat man, 
who is poor indeed, as to the perishable materials of this 
world’s goods, yet has the consolations of the christian reli- 
gion ! 

The miser, whose heart has not been warmed by the virtue 
of benevolence, is continually on the watch for fear of losing 
what he already has ; and constantly devising plans to ac- 
quire more. Great are his fears, that the world beholds him 
with an evil, envious eye, anxious io rob bim of his gold. 
Visions by night, portending the destruction of his property, 
disturb his slumbers. Even the elements are supposed, by 
the aid ofa distempered imagination, to threaten his downfall. 
Such is the misery, which attends the hoarding up ef this 
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world’s goods, er the converting of them to improper uses. 
And these miseries are few, compared with those which 
might be numbered. 

From the words on which we now dwell, it may be infer- 
red, that we ought not to pray for the enjoyments of this vain 
world to be given us from heaven, farther than we may be able 
to use them as not abusing them. When we pray that our 
daily bread may this day be given us, we pray ouly for that 
which will relieve our present necessities. Aud what need 
we more? A competence from day to day will satisfy the 
grateful, piousheart Yet when Providence smiles on human 
effort—when he crowns the industrious man with success 
beyond expectation, and enlarges his former narrow bounds” 
in the accumulation of worldly interest, giving him more than 
enough to supply his common wants, it becomes his duty to 
alleviate the miseries of those around him. 

When we make this short prayer, we ask not for bread, 
that will endure for a great whiletocome. Itis our duty to 
learn to be contented with whatever is given from above, ta- 
king no anxious thought of what shall happen on the morrow, 
let our circumstances.be what they may, whether prosperous 
or adverse. The riches of this world, beyond what we are 
under the necessity of using for present enjoyment, if laid up, 
or improperly divided and distributed, very often prove a curse 
instead of a blessing. And it becomes our duty to pray that 
the objects of our charity be wisely selected, as weil as that 
we may have hearts and dispositions to relieve the unfortu- 
nately distressed. When we ask for daily bread, we would 
not confine the petition to ourselves alone, but pray that sup- 
port may be given to the whole human race. O may the poor be 
satisfied with bread,and have wherewithal to clothe the bedy. 
Indeed, we are taught to pray for our enemies, as well as 
friends—that all mankind may be blessed with the staff of 
life, and rejoice in the God of their salvation. 

We are not to suppose, because we are taught ‘o im plore 
heaven for our daily bread, we ourselves have nothing to do. 
Human means are necessary for human support. We are 
not to ask for the wine of violence, nor the bread of idleness. 
Sauntering about isa waste of time—it is sinful prodigality 
and buries our talent in the dust. We are stewards to God, 
and the time wiil come, when we shall all be called on to give 
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an account to our Lord and Master. A steward is a person 
into whose hands goods are commonly committed, both for 
his own benefit and that of others, who are immediately con- 
cerned. If he be wise for himself and profitable to his em- 
ployers, his_accounts will be just and regular. He will be 
under no necessity of saying to one of his debtors, from whom 
are due an hundred measures of oil, Take thy bill, and sit 
down quickly, and write ffly ; nor to another from whom an 
liundred measures of wheat were due, Take thy bill and write 
fourscore. He will keep a book of remembrance in which 
lionest debts will be noted down, and due credit given. He, 
who is too indolent to make a record of his daily proceedings, 
and in his settlements among men depends altogether on his 
memory, will often think himself defrauded, if he be not dis- 
posed to take an advantage of others himself. Such an one, 
in some degree, acts the part of the unjust steward. And if 
we are thus heedless in our acceunts among men, and even 
unjust ; how shall we be able to meet our final Judge, our di- 
vine Benefactor, to whom we are answerable for all we pos- 
sess ? With what grace can we ask him this day to give us 
our daily bread ? 

ifthe hand of industry mark not our pursuits—if sloth 
bang heavy on our shoulders in the morning and the evening 
-—if intemperance be our companion in our down sitting and 
our uprising—if profusion and waste are constant attendants in 
our stewardship—if we say unto mirth thou art our compan- 
ion, and unto jollity, thou art our friend, we riot on the goods 
of which we have the care—the goods which were put into 
our hands for our own improvement, and the benefit of those 
around us. 

As the words of our present meditation teach us to pray 
for those temporal goods, which are immediately necessary 
to supply the wants of the body; still, however, when we ask. 


sot these, may we never forget to beg for an- interest in the 
BREAD OF LIFE. 


* Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee : 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me ; 
All my trust is on thee staid.” 


“ Breap of HEAVEN, 
Feed metill I want no mores 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
A LETTER. 


Providence, June 5, 1820. 
To tHE Eprror, 
Sir—In reading the fourth number of the second volume 
of the Guardian, I was forcibly struck with the following lines: 


‘¢ What deadly grasp, what chilling pains are these, 
Which strike my soul with such a dread surprise ? : 


and it imme diately brought to my recollection a story, whic! 
I have oiten felt it my duty to make public, and which I now 
offer, through the medium of your useful work—hoping i: 
may be a means of alarming some of the gay and thoughtless, 
aud persuading them to attend to the things which concer” 
their peace, before the awful summons of death shall arrive.* 
‘Lhe subject ef the following melancholy narrative resided 
in this town a few years since—was a near neighbour, and 
personally known to the writer. She was the only surviviny 
daughter of respectable parents, and a darling child. tee 
temper was mild and conciliating ; and her life had been 
comparatively inoffensive ; or as some would say, innocent. 
I had missed her several weeks, and, upon enquiry, learnt 
that she was lying ill, in the last stage of a consumption. 1 
immediately went to see her, and found her as described. She 
evidently had not many weeks to live: and upon conversing 
with her, I found she was perfectly insensible of her situation. 
Nothing appeared further from her thoughts than death. 
Though almost wasted to a skeleton, she seemed to cling 
with determined hope to life, and said she was mending 
daily. I saw the idea was strengthened by the assurances of 
her Physicians, and the mistaken tenderness of her friends, 


who could not bear to alarm her. The perplexity and pain- 


ful embarrassment I laboured under, from a sense of duty, 
and the fear of being prevented seeing her, if I attempted to un- 
deceive, cannot be ‘des scribed. But as I had always believed 
it was better to draw by love than drive by fear, to allure 
by the promises of the Gospel rather than terrify by its 


* The Editor is assured by the Author of this communication, of the 
truth of the following narrative. 
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threatenings, I determined to try, by tenderness and persua- 
sion, to gain her attention to eternal things. I visited her 
every day, and spent hours in reading the word of God, and 
endeavouring to point out its truths, and adapt its precious 
counsels and promises to her case. - Often has my heart died 
within me, when, in the most interesting part of a subject I 
was reading, or speaking of, she would tall asleep, or betray, 
by a look “of listless attention, or total abstraction, that she 
took no interest whatever in it. One effort was yet to be 
made, which was to apprize her of her danger ; for it was ev- 
ident her whole thoughts were employed on the subject of her 
recovery. Some of the family became convinced of the ne- 
cessity of undeceiving her. They consented she should be 
told; but were unable to tell her themselves: and to me they 
delegated the dreadiul task. Gratified as I was at this revo- 
lution in their feelings, I can never describe my own, when I 
found the room deserted, and myself left alone to deliver so 
fearful a message. The sense of my accountability, both to 
her God, and her earthly friends, for the manuer in which 
this was done, almost overpowered me; and I was more than 
once tempted to retreat: but again, the worth of an immortal 
soul would urge me to faithfulness. She regarded me with 
disturbed attention, while | endeavoured, in the gentlest man- 
ner, to convice her of her danger; and the imploring look 
thai seemed to say, “ Oh, for pity’s sake deceive me,” wrung 
my heart to agony. At last, after a pause, she told me I was 
mistaken—that I did not know the nature of her disease—nor 
how sick she had been before—that she was now much bet- 
ter; and, if not distucbed, should certainly recover. The 
only satisfaction I o! btained, was a promise of attending to 
ihe things of religion, and a ‘consent to have a pious minister, 
whom she named, visit her, and pray with her. He came; 
and being a man of some medical skill, as well as faithful i in 
his vocation, he questioned her respecting the progress of the 
disease: after which he prayed. His prayer was for a per- 
son about to launch into the eternal world. It was fervent 
and appropriate. He even commended her Parents to the 
supporting grace of God in the trying dispensation they were 
about to experience. All delusion vanished. She could not 
now remain insensible to her situation. For a moment after 
his veparture she was profoundly silent. A convulsive heav- 
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ing of her bosom alone evinced she had life. At iast she ut- 
tered a piercing shriek, “Oh, now I know that I must die.” 
With frightful violence ‘she wrung her hands, and uttered the 
loudest lamentations. Apprehensive that her immediate dis- 
solution would follow, some one administered a strong opiate ; 
but it had no effect. A Christian friend in the room suc- 
ceeded in calming the hurricane of passion and terror, by tell- 
ing her these loud lementations had no part in appeasing the 
wrath of God, or in fitting her soul to appear in his presence. 
For an hour she listened with deep attention, while she en- 
deavoured to open the Gospel plan of salvation through a 
crucified Redeemer, and dwelt upon the mercy and goodness 
of that Being who casts none away that come to Him. Sooth- 
ed by these promises, she resolved to set about the business 
of prayer and self-examination without delay. For several! 
days her attention seemed absorbed in this great object. 
She assiduously studied the Scriptures, and seemed engaged 
in prayer and repentance, Her friends had contemplated 
removing her a few miles from town, anxious to try the effect 
of change of air and scene; low as she was they could not 
give it up; and she was accordingly removed. A’ new 
Physician was called in from the neighbourhood, who gave 
her hopes, that, by adopting a change of diet and medirine, 

she might be restored to health. Delusive hope! During the 

succeeding fortnight, which was the last of her life, the busi- 

ness of religion went on slowly ; divided between her fears of 
death and sanguine hopes of life; and, separated from her 

Christian friends, she relaxed her efforts and zeal, confined 
them to quietly reading a chapter in the Bible, offering up 
the morning and evening sacrifice, and awaited with com- 
posure the dreadful messenger, of whose near approach she 
seemed to have no idea. 

One evening she awoke at the going down of the sun, and 
complained of intense cold. It was in vain every attempt 
was madeto warmber. She continually demanded new ap- 
plications, until her father, unable longer to conceal the cause, 
said, to her oft repeated question, What makes me so cold ? 
my child, it is death! With a look of indescribable horror, 
she exclaimea, *¢ Isis possible ? Can this be death I feel ? Am I 
dying? You certainly are, my poor child, said the afflicted 


parent. Oh why, said she, did I not know this before? But 
20* 
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self-deceived, [have no excuse to offer. Oi, had I attended 
as [ ought to the words of the good minister, or to that Chris- 
tian friend who sought to warn me of my danger, instead of 
the terrors I now feel, | might have been rejoicing in a recon- 
ciled God : though late He would have accepted my sincere 
repentance.” Her mother exhorted her to go to Him now. 
She apparently prayed in great agony of spirit. And here 
let me pause to remark—whatever difficulties sinners offer 
to the Scripture character of Jesus Christ—whatever doubts 
they may have, or affect to have, with respect to His nature 
or His mission—* the great Teacher, Death,” seems to take 
away the film of ignorance as well as prejudice, and to re- 
veal the Divine character of the Saviour fully and clearly. 
‘The prayers ef this interesting penitent w ere continually ad- 
dressed io the Lord Jesus C hrist, not only as the friend of 
sinners, but as the God whom she had offended, and who had 
created and redeemed her. ‘“‘ Thou God of mercy, thou 
Saviour of sinners,” she would say, ** have mercy on my soul! 
Spare me until [ have made my peace with thee!” She then 
asked if she could live until to-morrow. Being told it was 
improbable she could survive but a few hours, she prayed 
with great earnestness for another day to live. « Oh, but 
one day,” she would say, “ but one more day to live :” but 
finding herself going fast, she continued to implore the par- 
don of her before neglected Saviour. Her agonizing prayers, 
cluthedwas they were in rich pathetic language, were, enough 
to melt a heart of stone. Her afflicted mother, whom noth- 
ing but the grace of God supported in this trying scene, tried 
to apply the promises of the Gospel, exhorting her to give 
herself up entirely to the care of that compassionate Saviour 
who died tor such as her. She continued until past midnight 
in this distress. Her voice and strength seemed fo hold out 
to the last. ‘There was no cessation of her cries until a few 
moments before her death, when she was silent. Her mother 
hoping to gain some evidence of her peace, said,“ Do you 
feel any more comfortable?” ‘1 don’t know,” said she: 
‘< would kycould live one more day! But if it must be so—not 
my will but thine be done. Blessed Saviour take me to 
thine arms.” She then sunk back on the pillow, and ex- 
pired. 

We do not presume to lift the veil that hides the eternal 
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world, or to anticipate the judgments of God, further than 
His werd has revealed them. But surely we may. from this 
example, press upon the attention of all , particularly those who 
trust in a death-bed repentance, the necessity of attending 
now to the things that concern their everlasting peace. The 
uncertainty of such a repentance being sincere, when driven 
to it by the near prospect of death, cannot be too often shown. 

Still more vain the assertion that we are good enough to die. 

The young lady mentioned was as amiable as most who are 
denominated so; but she was at last taught she wanted “ that 
holiness without which no man can see the Lord.” Her 
mother has often told me, that, amiable and useful as she was, 
she never presents herself to her mind but in one character ; 
and that, whether asleep or awake, whenever she is brought 
to her view, it is in the attitude of pleading for mercy ; and 
with the heart-rending supplication, “ Oh for another day te 
live!” * Thou God of mercy, if but one more day.” 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN JULIA, ALMIRA, AND OTHERS. 
(Concluded from page 266 ) 


Julia. In our last interview, dear Almira, I felt a strong 
desire to have you tell me the late exercises of your mind, 
and thought I would ask you to indulge me at this time. 

Aimira. 1 will, with pleasure; but I see some ladies 
coming this way; we shall be interrupted. 

Julia. They are the three strangers I mentioned to you. 
I have never seen them since that visit. Do be faithful to 
them, and speak a word in season. 

[The ladies enter, are introduced, take seats, and begin 
to talk thus :} 

Miss Rattle. Have you been well, Mis Julia, of late? 
We have not seen you out ? and feared you was ill. 

Julia. 1 have been well; but my time was occupied at 
home. 

Aliss Heady. You have been reading some interesting 
book, I conclude. 
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Julia. Yes, I have devoted much of my time to reading. 
ft find I have much to learn, 

Miss Heady. Has any new publication come to hand? 

Julia. 1 have been reading a very ancient book ; but it 
appears new to me. 

Miss Heady. What is it? Perhaps I have never read it. 
Ithink it must be interesting, indeed, to keep you confined 
at home so long. 

Julia. It is truly interesting ; it is the Holy Bible. 

Miss Rattle. ‘The Bible! Iam astonished! stay at home 
to read the Bible? Miss Heady, do you read theBible ? 

Miss Heady. 1 am sure I can’t get time. I am always 
so crowded with amusing books, that my time is fully taken 
up; for you knew that ladies who move in the fashionable 
circle have a theusand interruptions; but I will tell you quite 
a pleasing anecdote. Do you know Miss R in the city, 
that puritanical old maid. 

Miss Rattle. Yes,1 know who you mean; they call her 
a second Mrs, Graham. 

Miss Heady. Icall’d one day at Mrs. C.’s; found her 
sitting with Mrs. C., talking over some methodistical stuff; 
and as I did not like tosit there mute, I made some observa- 
tions, designedly to interrupt their conversation. Miss R 
appeared very much oflended; tears came in her eyes, and 
the next day, if you will believe me, she sent me a Bible. 

Miss Rattie. Dear me, what an insult! Why, it was bring- 
ing you down to a level with her throng of paupers. They say 
she seldom walks out on the week day without a bundle of 
books on her arm, and is sure to call at every filthy cellar 
kitchen, and miserable hut she can find, to leave a tract: 
and sometimes she sits down and reads her Bible to them, and 
ialks with them, and then, to crown all, she must pray with 
them. But Little thought she would have been so impudent 
as to send youa Bible. What did you do? 

Miss Heady. It was sent in by one of our servants, wrapt 
up carefully in paper, directed to me, with a note enclosed, 
containing these words : “ Please to accept, from Miss R 
this book of eternal truth, by which we are all to be judged. 
Read it with prayerful attention; practice it in your life. 
and oblige yours aflectionately.” IT ielt vexed, I assure you ; 















































Dialogue between Julia, Almira, &. 309 


and should have been tempted to have thrown it at her head, 
had she been there: but however, I thought I would let it 
pass ; and as it is handsomely bound, I put it up in my book- 
case. 

Almira. Ladies, your description of Miss R has 
roused my curiosity very much. I think she must be a strangé 
phenomenon. Is she respected by any one? 

Miss Heady. © yes, she has her associates that highly 
respect her. She has an independent fortune; has had a 
superior education; is naturally possessed of most elegant 
manners; and was once the bell of the city. But since she 
has got into this gloomy state, she has lost all her taste, and 
appears as perfectly indifferent to all the customs and fash- 
ions that are in vogue, as though she was out of the world. 
She at first used every means to bring all her circle of 
friends to believe with her; but finding it in vain, she left 
them entirely, and sought a new set of asssociates like her- 
self, 

Almira. Who are her present friends ? 

Miss Heady. She is very popular with the clergy, both 
in and out of the city; and acertain class of puritans like her- 
self are her associates. Her benevolence to the poor is un- 
bounded. ‘They say she keeps several servants constantly 
employed in carrying things to the poor, sick, and dis- 
tressed. 

Julia. The invaluable treasure she presented to you, was 
an evidence of her extensive benevolence. Do you comply 
with her request, and read it with a prayerful heart? 

Miss Heady. Indeed, after she sent it me, I thought I 
would make a point of reading it on the Sabbath, until I 
heard some gentlemen talking: they asserted that the Sab- 
bath was not holy time, and ‘T left it off; for it was quite a 
self-denial; and if the command to sanctify the Sabbath and 
keep it holy is done away, as these gentlemen believe, I 
must say I rejoice in it ;-for now I can read novels, plays, or 
any thing to amuse my mind, without any remorse of con- 
science. 

Almira. It is lamentable that the Sabbath should be a 
weariness unto us; and this new doctrine respecting it, how- 

ever agreeable to the unrenewed heart, opens a floodgate for 
jicentiousness. ‘The ten commandments must stand or fall 
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together. If we do away the fourth, we must do away the 
whole; and then we can steal, murder, and bear false wit- 
ness, with impunity, as well as seek our own pleasure oa 
the Lord’s day. 

Julia. The language of the Psalmist is, “ This is the day 
the Lord hath made, we will re joice and be glad in it.’ And 
our Saviour says, “ The Sabbath was made for man, i not 
man for the Sabbath: therefore the Son of Man is Lord also 
of the Sebbath.”? Do you attend Church ? 

Miss Heady. In the afternoon, if the weather is pleasant. 
It is too fatiguing to attend all day. 

Miss Rattle 1 get so weary before the service is through, 
I can scarcely sit still. 

Alimyra The body, indeed, is sometimes fatigued, while 
waiting upon the entertainments of the mind. But the at- 
jainment of Christian knowledge is so important an object, 
and the exercises of public worship ire so peculia:ly adapted 
to the purpose, that it is very desirable to attend. If we are 
so happy as to-have our minds improved every Sabbath, so as 
to be able to impart instruction in conversation through the 
week, we may be very useiul. 

Julia. lam sensible, dear ladies, that you may consider 
these singular subjects to entertain you Ww it! h, ena call, but 
we are willing to acknowledge that we are unusually engross- 
ed with serious things; and, notwithstanding the popular no- 
tions against re ligion, we think we shall never be ashamed to 
avow our attachment to it. 

Nitss Heady. tis an excellent thing; to be sure. 

Jui. Just as you was entering: Ta lies, cousin Almira 
was beginning to relate something of the blessed change that 
has taken place in her mind while from home, at a boarding 
school. Should you be pleased to hear it ? 

Miss Heady. Certainly, Lam always pleased to hear any 
thing new. 

Aimira. We ought not to hesitate to converse freely on 
spiritual things. It is truly a subject that interests all; yet I 
fecl some difidence ia relating the secret exercises of my 
mind to stranvers; but at your request, I will proceed as [ 
Was about to do. 

[dimiru kere proceeds tv give some account of the state 
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of her mind while a subjeet of conviction and hopeful con- 
version: but for want of room we are obliged to omit it.] 

At the close of her account Almira observes: thus 1 
have given you a short account of the joytul manner that 
it pleased a sovereign God to bring me, the wandering prodi- 
cal, home to my Father’s house. 

Julia. Surely, my dear cousin, you are bound to render 
unceasing praises to your heay enty Father. © that our 
youthful companions might have their eyes opened, to dis- 
cover the beauties of holiness—the unspeakable joy resulting 
from this peace of conscience that passeth aji knowledge. 
Ladies, the account that cousin Almira has given us is no 
vain chimera. It is a reality: and every soul stands in per- 
ishing need of the same change. Our souls are of more value 
than ten thousand worlds. ‘This immortal part is bound to 

an eternity of happiness or misery; and, in this short life, the 

ent is to be decided. Our life hangs by a brittle thread. 

1 may be cut any moment. fs it not “important, then, that 
we now prepare to meet our God in peace? 

Miss Heady. Ladies, { am indeed quite surprised. Tr is 
a novel thing for us to hear conversation of this kind : -espe- 

cially from persons of your age and respectability. Upon 
this subject we are entirely ignorant. But yet I] am disposed 
to believe what you say: and from your cheerful looks and 
pleasant manners, I should j judge that religion was not that 
gloomy melancholy thing I had conceived. But I think I 
must bid you good morning, as we haveengaged to call on 
other ladies in town 

Almira. Has yeur call this morning, ladies, been a sin- 
cular one? And have we tresspassed upon what you cal] 
polite manners? O pardon us. By saying what we have. ! 
trust we have the approbation of our f ‘ather in heaven. Feel- 
ing sensible of the worth of yourimmortal souls, and perceiving, 
by your conversation, that relizion was a theme that had not 
occupied your minds, we were irresistibly urged to press the 
subject upon you: and Oh may the Spirit of God make it in- 
strumental to the salvation of your never dying souls. 

Miss Heady. My dear girl, our acquaintance has been 
short; but may it be lasting. After considering what has 

just past, you will not think me forward if I ask your corres- 
pondence, I cannot engage to be entertaining to you; but 
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your letters shall be readily acknowledged: and Tam already 
persuaded they will be a source of instruction ty me: and my 
young companions shall also be benefited by them, as we 
are quite intimate, and associate almost every day. Miss 
Julia, 1 shall feel equally honoured with your correspond- 
ence. 

Julia. We will both write you. 

Miss Heady. We expect to leave town to-morrow. Do 
not let me wait many days. Write by the first mail. Good 
morning. [Exeunt Ladies.] 

Almira. This call has been to me a lesson of instruction. 
‘It has magnified the riches of divine grace. “Who hath 

made us to differ?’ Shall we not retire and beseech our 
heavenly Father to have mercy upon these precious im- 
mortal souls, and open their eyes to discover the dangerous 
precipice on which they stand ? 

Julia. With all my heart; and may we plead for them 
m faith. 


a Oe 
a 


FILIAL AFFECTION. 


“ And why have you been all this long distance from 
Portsmouth to New-York?” said 4. ‘ To find my mother,” 
replied the lad. “And what success did you meet with r” 
*¢T wandered about all the streets, and inquired at the intelli- 
gence office, but could learn nothing of her.” ‘+ How long 
since you have seen your mother >” ** About four months,” 
was the reply. ‘ Have youa father livingr” “ No.” 

Here then were two points of resemblance. I had but ene 
parent remaining, and four months had elapsed since I had 
seen her. But there was one respect in which we widely dif- 
fered. A few short hours would restore me to the loved do- 
mestic circle waiting to receive me. Him, days of painful 
travelling, with no other substance than what the hand of 
charity sparingly extends to the passing vagrant, would bring, 
whither r Not to a fond mother’s presence, and that loved 
place cal'ed home ; no—butto the joyless village and deserted 
dwelling, that would tell him, in language net to be misuuder- 
stood, * what ’tis to be an orphan boy.” 

The almost famished lad, after partaking of such refresh- 
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ments as could be procured during a moment’s delay of the 
stage, (in which the kindness of the proprietor had given him 
a seat, ) soon resigned himself to sleep. ‘‘ Sleep on poor boy,” 
said I, giving way to the reflections which the occurrence nat- 
urally suggested. After thus contrasting our situation, and 
yemembering with gratitude, (as I would hope,) who it was 
that made us to differ, my thoughts turned on the strength, 
the universality, and the duty of filial affection. 

How strong is the tie which binds children to their pa- 
rents. See that youth who has cast off the fear of God, and 
gone far in the ways of vice, and whose heart seems harder 
than the nether millstone. Is there aught ihat can move him? 
Yes, ’tis the anguish of her that bore him. He cannot resist 
her tears and prayers. Corialanus, the Roman General, was 
unmoved by the arguments which were addressed to his pat- 
riotism, and his regard for the gods, by deputations of the 
Senate and priests ; yet, on beholding his mother advancing, 
with loosened garments and disheveled hair, he exclaimed, 
““Oh my country! thou hast conquered through my smother ;” 
and immediately gave orders for the army to be withdrawn, 
though he knew it would be followed with his own destruc- 


tion. The page of history presents us with numerous if- — 


stances in which the affection of children has induced them to 
suffer death for their parents. 

Filial affection 1s universal. Its influence is felt in every 
age and nation, and in some degree, at least, by every individu- 
al. The savage, itis true, is often guilty of taking the life of 
his parent; but it is usually from some precept of his religion, 
which pretends to advancethe happiness of the aged thereby. 
It must, however, be confessed, that in Christian countries, 
this principle is most vigorous and permanent. 

Filial affection is a duty. This is the dictate alike of rea- 
son and revelation. Should the stream despise its source, 
however humble ? Should the plant forget its obligation to 
the soil? or should the tree neglect, with its branches and fo- 
liage, to shelter its root from the pelting of the storm? No 
more should the child be unmindful of those through whom he 


has received his existence, and by whom that existence has 


been fondly cherished. 
But the great Creator has not only made this duty clear 
from the light of reason, and implanted in our nature a strong 
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prppensity to obey it; he has also expressly enjoined it ox 
man in the revelation of his will. Nor has he failed to annex 
suitable encouragement to obedience; “ that thy days may 
be long in the land,” is connected with the command, “ Hon- 
our thy father and thy mother.” 

The Divine Saviour has moreover set us an example that 
we should walk in his steps. While hanging in agony on the 
tree, he is not imdifferent to the distress of his mother, but 
commends her to his beloved disciple. “ Behold thy moth- 
er.’ “ Woman, behold thy son.” 

Well then may the undutiful child fear lest “the eye which 
scoffeth at his father and scorneth to obey his mother, the ra- 
vens of the valley shall pick it out and the young eagles shal! 
eat it.” | 


ae 


SOLEMN WARNING 


TO CHILDREN AGAINST SABBATH-BREAKING. 


Some time last autumn, a boy in North Stonington, Conn. 
about seven or eight years of age, went out on a Sabbath 
morning, contrary to the regulations of his pious parents, to 
play. Among other ways of amusement, he foolishly made 
fast the hairs in the end of a cow’s tail around his wrist, and 
then drove her along. ‘The creature took fright, ran and 
dragged the unfortunate boy till he was mangled to death. 
Children, read this and obey your parents. Look on that 
poor child, and remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, 
lest while you are breaking the commands of God, and dis- 
obeying your parents, a similar calamity overtake you, and 
leave you to mourn your untimely end.— Bos. Recorder. 


— 


With regard to the unhappy instance of suicide committed 
at Fell’s Point, by a youth of 11 years of age, we deem it 
proper to state, that a number of boys had assembled for the 
purpose of exhibiting a mock execution; boys who had pro- 
bably attended the execution of Hutton and Hull. The un- 
happy youth who personated one of those culprits, steod up- 
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on a pile of stones with one end of the rope around his aeck 
and the other attached to a beam. We further understana, 
that one or more of his boyish spectators acted the part of a 
divine--while the unfortuate youth was standing in this situ- 
ation, his comrades removed the stones which formed the pe- 
destal, and alarmed by the struggles of the expiring youth, 
ran away and left him to die a martyr of their own folly.— 
Morning Chronicle. 


ae eee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
PALESTINE MISSION, 


Messrs. Fisk and Parsons, missionaries to Jerusalem, were 
very much prospered in their voyage, and arrived some time 
in December last. ‘They met with a very kind reception 
trom all with whom they became acquainted, and write that 
their circumstances and prospects are, on the whole, more la- 
vourable than they anticipated. On their voyage they at- 
tended tothe study of Italian, and intend to continue it. ‘They 
were next to obtain a knowledge of the modern Greek—then 
probably the Arabic, or possibly the Turkish. ‘They find the 
missionary field before them to be vast, aud but few iabour- 
ers. The travels and labours of those few abundanily shew 
the practicability of missionary research and usefulness, and 
afford much encouragement to our missionaries. There are, 
indeed, two objections to missionary operations in that coun- 
try: the prevalence of the plague, and the nature of the 
Turkish government. But in certain views, even these are 
not alarming, so that they feel strengthened in the Lord. They 
mention the very pleasent circumstance of finding some to 
unite with them in observizg the monthly concert of prayer. 
They intended to visit the places where the seven churches 
existed, as soon as their knowledge of languages should ena- 
ble them to travel to the best advantage. May the cause of 
God prosper in their hands, and that land again becoine the 
theatre of mighty works of grace. 
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316 Religious Intelligence: 
Letter from the Choctaw Chiefs to the Rev. Dr. Worcester. 


Elliot, June 4, 1820. 
BroruHer, 

This is the first time we have visited this school in our na- 
tion since it was established here. We think the school is 
in a very flourishing condition, and all things going on well. 

Brother, our hearts are made glad to see our children im- 
proving so fast. We are pleased to see our boys go into 
the woods with their axes, and into the field with their hoes, 
under the care of their teacher to learn to work, that they may 
know how to clear and cultivate our land; for we cannot ex- 
pect to live any longer by hunting.—Our game is gone; and 
the missionaries tell us, the Good Spirit points to us now 
this new and better way to get our meat, and provide bread 
and clothes for ourselves, women and children.—And we are 
very glad to see our daughters learning to cook, and to make 
and mend clothes, and do all such things as the white womer 
clo. . 

Brother, we have never until now, had the pleasure of be- 
coming acquainted with the good people here, except Mr. 
Kingsbury, whom we have seerbefore. Now we see and be- 
lieve, that all the missionary brothers and sisters at Elliot are 
our friends, and wish to teach us and our children good things, 
which we have not known before. 

Brother, we wish to express to all our good white brothers 
at the North, who have sent good missionaries and teachers 
here, our sincere and hearty thanks for their great kindness in 
so doing. We are well pleased in every respect with the 
School, and with our good white brothers and sisters of the 
mission family ; and we are satisfied and well pleased with 
the manner, in which our children are treated by them. 

Brother, we had never been sensible of the great expense 
which our good white brethren have been at, in establishing 
this school, until yesterday, when we had atalk, and our white 
brethren gave us the information. And we feel now more 
deeply our obligations to all our kind benefactors, for the love 
which they have shown the red people in this distant land. 
It is likewise cause of great joy to us that our good father, the 


President of the United States, has siretched out his helping. 


hand to his red children for their good. We feel very thank- 
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ful for his favour in appropriating so much money for oue 
school, and encouraging and helping on ihe missionaries in 
their work. 

Brother, we wish to repeat to all our white friends every 
where, that we are very thankful for all your favors, and al! 
Wie good that you have done tous your poor ignorant red breth- 
ren,—and we hope you will still remember us.—We are yet 
in a very destitute situation. We have one good school in 
which 70 of our children are, by your great kindness, placed, 
and now receive instruction. But Drother, we would with 
boldness tell you our wants. Wehave more than 1000 child- 
ren in our nation, who are now waiting and looking up to our 
white brothers for the means of instruction. Our nation ts 
open for more missionaries, and our hearts are ready to receive 
them. 

We know that it must be at great expense that you send 

out and support missions among us; and we feel it our duty, 
to assist and do all we can for ourselves.—We have lately ap- 


propriated 2,000 dollars of our annuity from each of the thee . 


districts In our nation, for the benefit of the Mission schools, 
making in the whole $6,000 a year for LO years to come 
We are your friends and brothers. 
Puck-sHA-NUB-BEE, his X mark. 
MusH-UL-LA-TUB-BEE, his X mark. 


Samuel Worcester, D. D. Cor. Soc. A. B. C. FP. M. 


Postscript by Mr. Kingsbury.—The above statement of 
appropriations should be corrected as follows. ‘The lower 
towns have appropriated $2,000 a year for 17 years. ‘The 
six towns $1,000 for the school for 17 years and 1,000 for 
the same period for a blacksmith’s shop. ‘The upper towns 
$2,000 for 16 years, for the school at Elliot. Inclosed is a 
copy of the order in Council. The Lord has done great 
things for this school, and the prospect in the nation is naost 
encouraging. 

We shall forward a joint letter in a few days. C.K. 


—— + 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Recent accounts from the missionaries at Brainerd’ give 
seasons to believe, that the work of the Lord is advamciug 
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among the Cherokees. The school at Talony consisted of 
25 children in May; that near Fort Armstrong of about 20 
early in June, and at Creek-path, a very promisiug school was 
formed, and a number of adults had become quite serious. 
Mr. Butrick hoped there were some real converts, among 
whom were the father and a sister of Catharine Brown. 
Catharine herself had undertaken to teacha school of female 
children, which immediately contained twenty. 

Among the interesting things, which have recently taken 
place, in reference to this mission, is the arrival in New Eng- 
Jand of David Brown, a younger brother of Catharine, with a 
view to obtain a thorough education at the Foreign Mission 
School. He spent some time at Providence, Boston, Salem, 
and other places, before he went to Cornwall. 
manners, good sense, apparent piety and conscientiousness of 
this youth were such as to commend him powerfully to Chris- 
tians, with whom he became acquainted, and to raise high 
hopes of his future usefulness amoiig his own people. He was 
present at the monthly concert in Parkstreet Church on the 
first Monday of July, and added not a little to the interest ef 


the occasion. 
pre 


eee a 


CHEERING PROSPECTS FOR ZION. 


The following is an extract from a “ Narrative of the state 
of Religion within the bounds of the General Assembly 


of the Presbyterian Church. 


In Union College, from twenty-five to thirty students have 
within the year become the hopeful subjects of converting 
grace ; In the College of Athéns, in Ohio, twelve have been 
added to the number before pious, making that number up- 
wards of thirty : Hamilton College contains fifty young men, 
who are supposed by its Presidentto be religiously impressed : 
and we are happy to learn from our eastern brethren, that 
Dartmouth College exhibits much seriousness, and that in 
Williams College more than half of the entire number of its 
members are preparing to enter on theological studies. A- 
mong this extensive corps of the future servants of the Cross, 
let us not forget about thirty students in the Mission School 
at Cornwall, in Connecticut, and seven in the African Schoo] 
at Parsippany, in New-Jersey ; the former are children of va- 
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riots heathen countries, the gift of a very marked and affec- 
ting providence to the Christians of America, and are destit:- 
ed to return to the shores and to the forests from which they 
wandered, richly laden with good for their native land: the 
latter are descendants of Africa, and hope, one day, to bring 
to their much injured Mother, with the tears and confessions 
of America, her offering of -Fecompense in the Gospel of the 
Son of God, 


JUVENILE ZEAL ENCOURAGED, 


Many of our readers will doubtless recollect that a commu- 
nication with this title was inserted in the 3d No. of the 24 
vol. ofAhe Guardian: And we have now peculiar pleasure in 

, for the satisfaction and encouragement of our highly 
este¢ med correspondent, that the plan which she has not only 
prog sed, but successfully pursued, has not been entirely dis- 
The Editors of the Southern Evangelical Intelli- 


statit 


i 






several schools in that city have adopted this plan with great 
success. The plan is, we think, peculiarly calculated to 
make useful impressions on the minds of children ; and ta in- 
spire the youthful breast with a zeal to do something for the 
destitute, perishing heathen. Early impressions are gener- 
ally deep and lasting ; and those which are thus made, we 
have reason to hope and believe, will, in future life, be pro- 
peeks of great good. ‘That this interesting plan, therefore, 

be more extensively pursued, we would invite our readers 
pe oven and school instructresses in particular, to give the 
above mentioned communication a second perusal. 





_-———- - + 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHARITABLE SOCIETIES. 


The Treasurer of the American Education Society ack- 
nowledges the receipt of $1,901 78 cents, during the month 
of June. 


The contributions from the city of London only, to the 
London Missionary Society in one month, viz. from March 
40th, of the current year, amounted to more than $14; 688. 


published 1 in Charleston, S. C. after having inserted | 
this communication, observe, that they are happy to state that 
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Sabbath Schovés. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION 


The Rev. J. Treat,in a letter to the Editors of the Week. 
ty Recorder, dated at Windham, Ohio, on the 22d ult. says, 
The Lord has not forgotten to be eracious. He has, within 
a few months past, visited a number of towns in this vicinity 
with the special influences of his Spirit, and many, it is be- 
lieved, have become new creatures in Christ. ‘The good 
work has recently commenced in Euclid, Cayahoga County. 
Already about 50 are rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. 
© may it spread, and prevail, and multitudes become the 
subjects of the all conquering grace of the Gospel ! 


—r 


Among the goodly revivals with which the state of Ohio 
has been ‘blessed, a very pleasing one has occurred at Athens, 
which gave the church an accession of more than 30 mem- 
bers on one Sabbath. ‘The good work extended to the Col- 
lege, and a number of students were among its hopeful sub- 
jects. ‘The neighbouring towns of Zanesville, Marietta, and 
Belfree, were also favoured. 

It is stated, that in St. Lawrence Academy, and. in the vil- 
lage of Potsdam, N. J. a work of grace has recently com- 
menced, and is progressing. 

In New-Bedford and Fairhaven, Mass. and Tiverton, R. I. 
the kingdom of the Redeemer has, in mouths past, been much 
advanced by revivals among the Baptists. 

A very powerful work of grace, we are informed, exists in 
Pittsfield, Mass. and many have been the hopeful subjects of 
divine grace. 

In Plainfield, N. Hi. the Hcly Spirit has manifested his al- 

mighty power, giving between sixty and seventy hopes of 
eternal life. 

’ 


—_——_ 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND, IRELAND, AND S€ovtT- 
LAND. 


The English “ Sabbath School Union,” has in its connex- 
ion, 2029 ‘schools ; 337,584 scholars; 27,442 teachers— 
he “Scottish Sabbath School U niop,’” has 480 schoels, 
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and $34,000 scholars. In Ireland, are 84,174 scholars. To 
these are to be added a multitude of children, under the direc- 
tion of the Parochial Clergy, and in connection with other So- 
cieties, making the probable number of Sabbath School Schol- 
ars in the United Kingdom, not less than Five Hundred 
Thousand. 


—— ——— 


Extract from a Letter of the Rev. J. Wilson, dated March 
23, 1820. 


As this is the last quarter previously to the Annual Report 
being prepared, I shall now offer some remarks, particularly 
respecting the schools. 

‘The number of children in general attendance in theschools, 
amounts in the whole to 4,937; to this may be added, 150, 
who occasionly attended, most of whom are adults. This 


shows the number of schools and children to be as nearly as — 


possible the same as last year, viz. 60 schools, (for one will 
he dismissed this quarter,) and 5,000 scholars. ‘This state- 
ment excites a diversity of feeling particularly that of gratitude 
and praise. 

I sometime ago mentioned a little girl, seven years of age, 
who ina few months learned to read well, and repeated sever- 
al chapters very correctly. This encouraged me to promise 
her a Bible, as a premium, when she should repeat tle whole 
of the Gospe! of John. On my last visit I found that she, 
with four brothers and sisters, were going with their widowed 
father to America; but all the anxiety of the dear child was, 
not how they should cross the mighty deep ;—not how a liveli- 
hood was to be obtained in America ;—but, Will Mr. Wilson 
come with the Bible before I go? I was there bejore she went ; 
nor would I have been absent for the value of ten thousand 
Bibles! She repeated, with the whole of the Gospel of John, 
the Sermon of Jesus on the Mount. Judge then of my pleas- 
ure in bestowing the premium. Since | mentioned this cir- 
cumstance several similar mstances have occurred; but I 
pass over the rest, to mention one: E. C. a girl who will be 
seven years old in May next, has, since the establishment of 
the school, No. 28 in the schedule, not two years since, learn- 
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ed to read well, is beginning to write, and has committed to 
memory, aud can repeat correctly, the whole of the Gospel of 
John, the Sermon on the Mount, with the Epistles to the 
Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians. 
This child, it is probable, had not that school been establish- 
ed, would not now have known a letter in the alphabet. The 
family lives, and the school is situated, in a boggy mountain 
in the Barony of Tyrera; and the child has never seena city, 
town or village, in her life; nor scarcely six cabins in the 
neighbourhood of each other. ‘To comment on such facts as 
these, would, I humbly conceive, be an insult to the reader, 
and tend to destroy the impression which they are calculated 
to make. 


STRIKING INCIDENT. 


“Tn January last,” said a pious father in writing to his 
friend, “ 1 dreamed that the day of judgement was come. I 
saw the Judge on his great white thione, and all nations were 
gathered before him: my wife and I were on the right hand ; 
but I could not see my children. I said, ‘ I cannot bear this, 
I must go and seek their.’ I went to the left hand of the 
Judge, and there found them all standing in the utmost des- 
pair. As soon as they saw me, they caught hold of me and 
cried, ‘Oh, father, we will never part.” I said, ‘ My dear 
children, [ am come to try, if possible, to get you out of this 
«wiul situation.’ So I took them all with me, bnt when we 
came near the Judge, I thought he cast an angry look, and 
said, ‘What do thy children with thee now? They would 
not take thy warning when on earth, and they shall not share 
with thee the crown in heaven :—‘ depart ye cursed.’ ” At 
these words I awoke, bathed in tears. 

A while after this, as we were all sitting together, op a 
Sunday evening, I related to them my dream. No sooner 
did I begin, than first one, then another, yea all of them 
burst into tears, and God fastened conviction on their hearts. 
Five of them are rejoicing in God their Saviour, and, I be- 
lieve, the Lord is at work on the other two, so that 1 doubt 
not he will give them also to my prayers. 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
A WARNING TO YOUTH. 


Death! *tis a melancholy call, 

A certain judgment on us all ; 

Into its icy arms ’twill fold, 

The gay, the great, the young, the old. 


I saw a youth, the other day, 
Trifling his precious hours away : 
In prime of life, aud levity, 

He dropt into Eternity. 


As he lay on his dying bed, 

The thoughts of death fill’ d bim with dread ; 
He cried, “I see my wretched state, 

But now, alas! it is too late.” 


His tender parents, dumb with grief, 
Could now afford him no relief ; 

With aching heart, and flowing tears, 
They offered wp their silent prayers. 


His little sisters stood near by, 

And cried, “ dear brother, do not die.” 
‘< Alas !” cried he, “‘ my race is run, 
And into dust 1 must return. 


‘“¢ My parents dear, ’tis hard to part !. 
Q death, it stings, I feel the smart ; 
Your prayers will not avail for me ; 
i'm doom’d to endless misery !” 


A few short moments, quickly past, 
And this poor youth breath’d out his last ; 
His dying words, dreadful to tell, 
Were these, “ I sink, I sink to Hell.” 
. 4 











Poetry. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


NO FRIEND IS NIGH. 


No friend is nigh—I’m here alone— 
Alone, I say, and sad the sigh, 
While here I rove, and oft my moan 

Says yet again—no friend is nigh. 


The sweets of Virgil claim my mind ; 
When tir’d with these, I raise my eye ; 
it meets no friend in coverse kind ; 
Then sad my heart—no friend is nigh. 


Tlow swift reflections roll within, 
While oft I feel, a stranger I; 

And soft the sweetly tears of pain 
Proclaim—no lovely friend is nigh. 


But, soft—a kindly voice I hear, 
More sweet than odours wafted by; 

Attend its notes, my heart, nor fear, — 
Indeed, perhaps a friend is nigh. 


“ Whence this dejection on your brow ? 
Ah, whence, alas! that broken sigh ? 

And why that tear of sorrow now, 
Because no earthly friend is nigh? 


¢¢ Say, can your heart such murmurs feel, 
And pass the gifts of Heaven by? 

And speak the numbers slow, and tell, 
No helper, and no friend is nigh. 


“ You know you’ve friends, and why then grieve, 
Because they’re not before your eye ? 
If God’s your Friend, then e’er believe 
That always He, a Friead is nigh.” 
LAURA. 





